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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 16 and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: The two 
claims include typographical errors, wherein two different numbers "10" and "15" 
respectively are included in the claim text. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims1,2, 11, 12, 15-17, 21, and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(e)as 
being anticipated by Chawla et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,327,633 (hereinafter Chawla). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Chawla teaches a system wherein the player is devoid of a 
processor to process the electrical signals (Col. 1 , lines 27-63). The system also 
comprises a cartridge that includes memory, a processing system, programming 
instructions, and at least one connector to releasably connector to connect the cartridge 
to the player (Col. 5, lines 46-65). 

5. Regarding claim 2, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches that the audio transducer is physically separate 
from the cartridge. 

6. Regarding claim 1 1 , the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a system that uses cassette tapes. It is 
inherent that any number of cassettes can be used interchangeably with the player. 
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7. Regarding claim 12, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a system that uses cassette tapes, and they 
include a housing. 

8. Regarding claim 15, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a system that records and plays music. 

9. Regarding claim 16, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a system that uses a small portable player, 
and it is inherent that earphones can be connected to the player 

10. Regarding claim 17, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 16. An earphone is a speaker. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 21 , the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . The device taught by Chawla is a toy. 

12. Regarding claim 23, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a device that can record sound in a memory. 

1 3. Regarding claim 24, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a device that converts the analog signals to 
digital in order to store them in a digital memory. 

14. Regarding claim 25, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a cassette player wherein the cartridge can 
record signals using any jack input provided by the player. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

16. Claims 3, 5, 6, 13, 14, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chawla. 

17. Regarding claim 3, the further limitation of claim 1 , see column 3, lines 7-21 . 
Chawla teaches that the cartridge can accept any source of DC power It is obvious to 
have the power supply of the player to supply the cartridge's power for the purpose of 
reducing the number of batteries or power outlets needed. 

18. Regarding claims 5 and 6, the further limitations of claim 1 , the office takes 
Official Notice that cassette tapes and recorders can have maximum dimensions less 
than 2 inches and 3 inches respectively. Chawla does not specify a type of cassette 
being used, but Mini cassette tapes have been available in the US market prior to filing. 
It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings 
of Chawla with the availability of mini cassettes for portability reasons. 

19. Regarding claim 13, the further limitation of claim 12, see the preceding 
argument with respect to claim 1 . Chawla teaches a system that uses cassette tapes, 
and it is well known that cassette tapes have been sold with labels and art on the 
housing related to the data stored thereon. It would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine these teachings for the purpose of advertising. 
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20. Regarding claim 14, the further limitation of claim 12, see the preceding 
argument with respect to claims 5 and 6. It is well known that mini cassette devices are 
available. 

21 . Regarding claim 27, see the preceding argument with respect to claim 3. Chawla 
teaches a cartridge with these features. 



22. Claims 4 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chawla as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Douglas-Hamilton et al., U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,445,451 (hereinafter Douglas). 

23. Regarding claim 4, the further limitation of claim 1 , Chawla teaches the features 
of claim 1 , but does not teach that the memory, processing system, and programming 
would be included in one single chip. Douglas teaches a system on a chip design with 
these features (Col. 6, lines 24-28). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine the teachings of Chawla and Douglas for the purpose of reducing 
the cost of the system. 

24. Regarding claim 28, the further limitation of claim 27, see the preceding 
argument with respect to claims 4 and 27. The combination of Chawla and Douglas 
teach these features. 
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25. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chawla as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Maskovich, U.S. Pat. No. 
5,410,762. 

26. Regarding claim 7, the further limitation of claim 1 , see figure 3 of Maskovich. 
Maskovich teaches the use of a clip to fasten the player to a belt. Chawla does not 
teach a clip, but does teach a small portable player with the features of claim 1 . It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Chawla and Maskovich for the purpose of operating the player hands-free while 
engaging in physical activity. 

27. Regarding claim 8, the further limitation of claim 7, see the above rejection of 
claim 7. Maskovich teaches clipping the player to a belt. 

28. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chawla as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bell et al., U.S. Pat. No. 
4,285,554 (hereinafter Bell). 

29. Regarding claim 9, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the abstract and figure 1 
of Bell. Bell teaches an apparatus for fastening cassette tapes to a sunvisor in an 
automobile. It would be obvious to reduce the size and thereby the number of cassettes 
the apparatus can hold for the purpose of clipping a cassette to clothing or a belt. 
Chawla teaches the features of claim 1 , but does not teach a cartridge with a clipping 
feature. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
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teachings of Chawla and Bell for the purpose of carrying cartridges between residences 
or locations. 

30. Regarding claim 1 0, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the preceding argument 
with respect to claim 9. Bell teaches a structure with these features. 

31. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chawla 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of May, U.S. Patent No. 5,579,284. 

32. Regarding claim 1 8, the further limitation of claim 1 , see May 

... where the transducer is configured for denta-mandibular sound transmissi^^^ (Col. 2, lines 42-48). 
May teaches a self-contained underwater breathing apparatus (SCUBA) diving 
mouthpiece, which conducts sound through the teeth of a diver. May does not teach a 
transducer, as such, in an amusement system. Chawla teaches the features of claim 1 
in an amusement system, however they do not teach the use of a transducer, which 
conducts through the teeth or mandible to the inner ear. It is well known that portable 
cassette players that are waterproof have been sold in the US. It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of May with Chawla 
for the purpose of reproducing sound without disturbing persons in close proximity to 
the device. 

33. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chawla as applied to claims 1 and 1 1 above, and further in view of Lebensfeld et 
al. (Lebensfeld), U.S. Patent 5,607,336. 
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34. Regarding claim 19, the further limitation of claim 1 , see Lebensfeld 
. . . further comprising a figurine associated with the player. (Col. 1 , lines 1 6-21 ) 

Lebensfeld teaches that figurines that reproduce sound by attachments and by built-in 
means. Lebensfeld does not teach the cartridge and player configuration of claim 1 . 
Chawla teaches the features of claim 1 , but does not teach that the player is associated 
with a figurine. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the teachings of Lebensfeld and Chawla for the purpose of creating a talking figurine 
that is easy to use. 

35. Regarding claim 20, the further limitation of claim 1 , see the above rejection of 
claim 19. 

36. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chawla 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Scott, U.S. Patent No. 5,365,686. 

37. Regarding claim 22, the further limitation of claim 1 , see Scott 

... where the cartridge is configured to store data representative of images and to produce electrical 
signals representative of images, and where the player includes an output adapted to display images 
from the signals representative of images received from the cartridge. (Col. 4, lines 1 5-1 8). 

Scott teaches a recording and reproducing apparatus comprising a display. He does 

not teach the player and cartridge combination as taught by Chawla. Scott teaches a 

display for displaying photographs or some other display. One skilled in the art can 

recognize the phrase "some other display" to include an electronic display device. 

Chawla does not teach the display. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
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in the art to combine the teachings of Scott and Chawla for the purpose of creating a 
multimedia performance. 

Response to Arguments 

38. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-28 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

39. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Eisle, U.S. Pat. No. 5,159,182, 
Akahane, U.S. Pat. No. 5,654,942, and 
Eisle, U.S. Pat. No. 6,039,260. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel R. Sellers whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7528. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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